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Application for Fuel Storage Licenses 

Select Board Public Hearing FAQs 
 
1. What kinds of storage tank installations require Select Board approval? 

 Any installation of tanks designed to hold flammable or combustible fluids (“fuel tanks”) 
with a storage capacity over 1,000 gallons must be approved by the Select Board 

 This applies to both above and below ground tanks 
2. Why does this license require Select Board approval? 

 State Law requires Select Board approval 
 The public hearing ensures transparency relative to the proposed plan and provides 

abutters and the general public with an opportunity to discuss the proposal and to ask 
questions of the provider and Fire Department representative 

3. Is this a common occurrence? 
 Yes – this standard process has occurred many times in Needham and across the state. 
 All fuel tanks installed above or below ground in Massachusetts are subject to a hearing. 

4. Who reviews the application? 
 All plans for fuel tanks are inspected and permitted by the Needham Fire Department, 

including tanks with over 1,000 gallons and those under 1,000 gallons 
 Fuel tanks over 10,000 gallons must also be approved by the State 
 All fuel tanks must meet Town, State, and Federal requirements 

5. What are the risks associated with fuel tank installation and how are they mitigated? 
 Storage of petroleum-based fuel inherently carries risk of fire, explosion, and leaks 
 Town, State, and Federal laws and regulations are in place governing all aspects of fuel tank 

lifecycles, to include (but not limited to):  
o Fuel tank construction specifications 
o Post-installation inspection and leak checks 
o Servicing inspection requirements 
o Annual re-certification 
o Removal specifications 

6. As an abutter of the property, why am I being notified? 
 State Law requires that abutters of the property on/in which fuel tanks are proposed to be 

installed be noticed of the public hearing 
7. Will I be able to speak at the hearing? 

 Yes – any member of the public may speak during the designated period of the public 
hearing 

8. How do I have questions answered before the public hearing? 
 Email questions to selectboard@needhamma.gov 
 Call with questions to 781-455-7500 x205 

 

Office of the 
Town Manager 

Telephone: (781) 455-7500 
Email: OTM@NeedhamMA.gov 




